
 

1. Ride Sharing Apps 

 

The manner in which people travel from one point to another has changed drastically over the 

course of the previous decade. Whereas the only way to get a cab was to go outside and hail 

one or possibly call a taxi service and have them send someone over which was usually 

prohibitively expensive, nowadays booking a cab is very easy indeed. You just need to 

download Uber or any of the other apps that function within the same field such as Lyft and 

you would be able to book a ride in no time at all, allowing yourself the chance to focus on 

getting to where you need to go in a timely manner. 

2. The End of the Headphone Jack 

One thing that a lot of people felt was an indispensable part of phones in general was the 
headphone jack. After all, how could you possibly end up using headphones without them? 
However, hardware based connections have slowly been phased out of a lot of different 
technologies over the past decade, and now the headphone jack has stopped being an 
intrinsic part of smartphones as well. Bluetooth technology has supplemented for the end of 
headphone jacks with people using this technology to wirelessly connect their earphones to 
their devices. 

3. Virtual Assistants 
 
A hallmark of a lot of science fiction movies that came out which showed a fictional glimpse of 
what life would be like in the future tended to show homes that had virtual assistants 
managing everything for us without us having to lift a finger. While technology has not quite 

gotten to that level, the fact of the matter is that virtual assistants like Siri and Alexa 
have become an important part of the technological experience that a lot of people are able to 
obtain. 
 

4. The Rise of Wearables 
Wearable technology is one more thing that has started to become a great deal more 
prevalent in recent times, and a big part of the reason why this is the case is because of 

advancements that have been made in wearable technology all in all. With the Apple 
Watch becoming highly influential among tech users along with Google starting to dip its 

toes in the world of wearable technology, a lot of changes are being made in the way we 
interact with wearables in general, and this is incorporating technology even more thoroughly 
into our lives all in all. 

5. Self Driving Cars 
Another aspect of future societies that has been prevalent in science fiction depictions 
involves self driving cars. We have gotten as close as we ever have to this sort of society, 
with Tesla leading the way in this regard. The update that turned some of their cars into self 
driving models is one of the biggest examples of how change can come about all of a sudden, 



and it’s pretty clear that self driving cars are slowly going to end up becoming the norm in a lot 
of ways with people using them for all of their transportation needs. 

6. Wellness Apps 
As technology started to become an increasingly essential component in the lives that we are 
living, the impact that so much prevalent technology has on us has started to become more 
apparent than ever before. We spend so much of our time looking at screens, hunched over 
in the kind of posture that really won’t be all that healthy for us that it was only inevitable that a 
number of apps would end up coming out that would really help us to improve our health by 
monitoring our sleep patterns, encouraging exercise and enabling us to enjoy better and 
healthier diets. 

7. TVs Getting Smarter 
 
The death of cable is a big result of how far technology has come in the past ten years. 
Now, you simply don’t need to shell out a ton of money for an expensive cable package. 
Instead you have a lot more control over the content that you consume. You can opt to 
subscribe to certain streaming platforms in order to get the content you want, and Smart 
TVs have made it possible for you to use these applications in a way that helps you truly 
make the most of the entertainment experience. 

8. A Mixture of Mobile and PC 
Computers are starting to become more and more like smartphones, with apps starting to 
take over and touch interfaces slowly becoming the norm in a lot of different ways. The 
distinction between a smartphone and a computer is becoming less distinct than ever 
before, and the prevalence of tablet computers is also something that is having a pretty 
serious impact on how you are able to interact with your personal computers all in all. The 
great thing about this is that the computers we often end up using are much more powerful 
than they were before, and far more accessible. 

9. The Birth of 4G LTE 
One thing that prevented smartphones from becoming as powerful as they could possibly 
be was the fact that mobile internet really wasn’t fast enough to facilitate this sort of thing 
all in all. You needed a WiFi connection to truly make the most of your smartphones. All of 
this changed when 4G internet, and especially 4G LTE, was made. This made your 
smartphones a lot faster at communicating via the internet. 

10. Ninja revolutionaries: Cloud, data and AI 

There's one trend powering all of the others on this list: the explosion of new behind-the-
scenes technologies -- cloud computing, big data and artificial intelligence. These three 
enable so many of the amazing new capabilities in our devices, from digital assistants to 
low-light photography to backing up our photos so we can still access them after we 
break or lose a phone. These technologies appear in consumer products like Dropbox, 
Apple iCloud, Microsoft OneDrive, Amazon Alexa or Google Assistant. But more often 
than not, they chug along in quiet data centers in remote places where electricity is 
cheaper and that are out of the path of natural disasters. But without these massive 
advances over the past decade, our devices would be a lot less smart and far less fun. 

https://www.zdnet.com/article/what-is-cloud-computing-everything-you-need-to-know-from-public-and-private-cloud-to-software-as-a/
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/cheat-sheet-how-to-become-a-data-scientist/
https://www.cnet.com/tags/artificial-intelligence/


And it's also notable that after Apple stole its thunder in devices, Microsoft transformed 
itself into a cloud company and eventually retook the crown of the world's most valuable 
tech company. 

11. iPads, Chromebooks and the new PC era 

After almost a decade of denying that Apple was working on a tablet computer, Steve 
Jobs strode on stage in January 2010 and announced the iPad. He boasted it would 
define "an entirely new category of devices that will connect users with their apps and 
content in a much more intimate, intuitive and fun way than ever before." At the time, 
CNET (and lots of others) asked if an iPad should even be considered a computer. 
Consumers had the final word on that, as devices like iPads and Google 
Chromebooks proved to be good enough for kids, students, parents, seniors and many 
others to choose as their main computer. And in some parts of the world, smartphones 
themselves became the first and only computers for many people. While workers and 
power users stuck to their traditional keyboard-centric computers, even many of those 
machines were transformed by the apps and touchscreens of phones and tablets. As 
we reach the end of the decade, our computers take on more and more of the 
characteristics of our mobile devices each year. 

 

https://www.cnet.com/news/this-is-not-your-fathers-microsoft/
https://www.cnet.com/news/this-is-not-your-fathers-microsoft/
https://www.zdnet.com/article/microsoft-will-end-2018-as-americas-most-valuable-company/
https://www.zdnet.com/article/microsoft-will-end-2018-as-americas-most-valuable-company/
https://www.macobserver.com/tmo/article/Steve_Jobs_No_Tablet_No_PDA_No_Cell_Phone_Lots_Of_iPods/
https://www.cnet.com/pictures/apples-ipad-event-in-photos/
https://www.cnet.com/news/should-the-apple-ipad-be-considered-a-computer/
https://www.cnet.com/news/best-chromebooks-for-2019/
https://www.cnet.com/news/best-chromebooks-for-2019/

